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Anna Discovers the Wonders of Heaven

By Gretchen Keith
A chapter from the book of stories about heaven, The Life to Come

Anna stopped to smell the flowers in her garden. “What a lovely day it is! I wish I could work in
my garden.” But she was too tired, so she walked back to her little house. Some children came
by, and she paused to wave to them. She thought about making cookies for the children when she
felt better. Then Anna went inside and sat down in her chair to read the Lord’s Word. She began
reading her favorite Psalm, “The Lord is my shepherd; I shall not want.”

Anna was a kind, gentle woman who loved the Lord. She constantly looked for ways to help her
family and friends. But her body was old and tired. She couldn’t do as much as she wanted to do.
The Lord knew that Anna was ready to go to heaven and live in her spiritual body. So He sent
two angels to her. The angels helped her to think about the Lord and heaven so that she felt very
peaceful. Then she fell into a deep sleep. Her heart stopped, and Anna died. (Remember, she was
very old, and her heart probably was tired and not working as well as it used to.)

When Anna died, the Lord took her from this world to the spiritual world. She stopped using her
tired, old body and used her spiritual body instead. Her spiritual body would never be sick or
grow old. Anna was in the other world, but she was still asleep.

And while she slept, the Lord did wonderful things to prepare her for life in the spiritual world.

On the third day, Anna woke up. “I must have fallen asleep,” she thought. She put the Word
away and walked out into her garden. The flowers smelled delicious, and the day was bright.
Why, the light almost hurt her eyes! She felt fine after her nap. She wasn’t at all tired. Then she
saw two people coming toward her. They were angels, but Anna didn’t know that.

The angels talked with Anna about her garden and the lovely day. Then one of them asked her if
she had ever thought about heaven.

“Often,” she replied, “for my husband died five years ago, and I think of him in heaven.” The
angels were delighted to tell Anna that she was in the spiritual world. They were truly pleased to
welcome her. Anna was surprised because everything seemed the same to her—the house, the
garden, her body—and she was also very happy.

“So I am in heaven now?” asked Anna.

“You are in the world of spirits,” answered one of the angels. “Hell is below, and heaven is
above. People stay in the world of spirits for a while after they die. They find out whether they
want to live in heaven or hell. Then the Lord makes them ready for their new home.”

“How could anyone want to live in hell?” asked Anna. “I have always hoped to go to heaven!”
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“People who love the Lord and the neighbor want to live in heaven,” said the angel. “But there
are bad people who love only themselves. They don’t want to worship the Lord, and they don’t
want to help other people. They could not stand to live in heaven, so the Lord lets them live in
hell.”

“How long will I be in the world of spirits?”

The angel answered, “Only the Lord knows. But He will lead you to your new home as soon as
you are ready.”

“But how will I get food, clothing, and the other things | might need here?” asked Anna.

“The Lord provides everything we need in the spiritual world,” replied the angel. “He will give
you food, clothing, and all that you need. Please don’t worry.”

Then Anna asked, “Can you tell me about heaven? I have often wondered what heaven is like.”

The angel’s companion answered, “Would you like to visit heaven? Sometimes we are allowed
to take newcomers to visit a community in heaven. Would you like to do that?”

“Oh, yes!” Anna exclaimed. “That would be delightful!”

They walked across a meadow full of flowers. They climbed a hill and walked on a path through
a grove of olive trees. Then some people came to meet them. The women were very beautiful,
and the men quite handsome. Their clothes were lovely, and they shone with light. The people
welcomed Anna and were very friendly. They showed her gardens with flowers that sparkled as
if they were made of gold and precious jewels. Anna never imagined that a garden could be this
beautiful!

“Who plants these gardens?”” asked Anna.

The angels smiled kindly and said, “The Lord gives us these gardens. He gives us everything we
have here.”

Then they showed her their homes which were made of stone, precious jewels, and gold and
silver. The smaller homes were amazingly beautiful, and there were magnificent palaces. Every
home was surrounded by its own gardens.

Anna thought the palaces and shining clothes were marvelous, and she was fascinated with the
gardens in heaven. But the kindness of the angels impressed her most. Now she knew just how
wonderful heaven was!

Anna’s two angel guides took her back to her little house with its beautiful garden. Anna thanked
them for taking her to visit heaven and for answering her questions. Then she asked, “Is there
any way for me to find my husband, Robert?” The angels looked past her, so she turned, and
there was her husband coming toward her! They were so happy to see each other. Robert asked

= o S TR o S TR To o TR0 T 0 Do e T T e

@@@W@@@W@@@W@W@@@@@@@@@
I Gt Sl b i G Gl g G ST ) T T




o PR 50 e e R e R e e P o Do e T T

her about family and friends. Anna wondered if he was happy in the spiritual world. They had
fun getting to know each other again.

Anna still needed time to get used to living in the spiritual world, but the angels told her that
when she was ready, the Lord would lead her to a heavenly home where she would live happily,
forever. So Anna lived in the world of spirits for a while. Robert stayed with her, and they were
very happy together. Anna’s body soon became young and healthy again. Both Robert and Anna
looked like they had when they were young. And gradually the goodness inside them changed
their appearance so that everyone who saw them knew they were good people who loved the
Lord.

Robert and Anna traveled around the world of spirits for what seemed like a year getting ready
for life in heaven. They met friends they had known on earth, and they made new friends. They
looked for ways to help other people wherever they went. And along the way they rid themselves
of some bad habits. Then they came to a place near heaven where angels taught them about the
Lord and heaven. There was a lot to learn!

Finally, Robert and Anna were ready to live in heaven. They were given angelic clothing,
beautiful white robes, and then an angel guide showed them the path they were to take to heaven.
The Lord led them along the path which climbed upward through grapevines and laurels until
they came to a community in heaven which seemed familiar to Anna. It was the one she visited
when she had first come to the world of spirits!

The angels there welcomed Robert and Anna and told them to look for their home. They walked
around, and there on a hill was the new home the Lord had waiting for them. It was a lovely
stone house with purple columns by the door and a gold roof. Do you think there was a garden,
too?
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