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17. Healing at the Pool of Bethesda 

a) Jesus knew the man had been there by the pool for a 

long time. His question “Do you want to be made well?” 

almost implies that the man did not really want it. Per-

haps children could be asked to notice that the man had 

two excuses—he had no help, and someone always got 

there before him. Do we do that? Does a young boy say 

when asked if he wants to play soccer, “I can’t, I’m not 

good enough.” Or when doing math sums does a young 

girl say, “I can’t do it.” What she means is that she’s 

stopped trying.  

b) Jesus told the man to do something. “Get up!” Of 

course, Jesus gave him the power to stand up, perfectly 

healed.  

c) The leaders of the Jews wanted to find fault with Jesus 

for doing a miracle on the Sabbath day. Notice that the 

Jews even wanted to kill Jesus for doing such a good 

thing. They didn’t care about the man who was healed 

after thirty-eight years of sitting there, hoping.  
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