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When Herod was king of Judea there was a priest named Zacharias. His wife was called Elizabeth. They were both good
people, following all the Lord’s commandments. They had no children, and they were both very old.

While Zacharias was doing priestly work in the temple, the Lord chose him to burn incense. There were many people
praying outside. And an Angel of the Lord appeared to Zacharias, standing by the right side of the altar of incense. When
Zacharias saw the angel, he was afraid. But the angel said to him, “Do not be afraid, Zacharias. Your prayer has been heard and
your wife Elizabeth will give birth to a son. You shall call his name John. You shall have joy and gladness, and many people will
rejoice at his birth. He shall turn many to the Lord their God.”

Then Zacharias said to the angel, “How can I know this, for I am old and so is my wife.” And the angel answered and
said to Zacharias, “I am Gabriel, and I have been sent by God to tell you these good things. And you shall be silent and not able

to speak until the day that these things are done because you did not believe my words.”

And the people outside were waiting for Zacharias, and they wondered why he stayed so long in the temple. But when

he came out, he could not speak to them and they knew that he had seen a vision in the temple.

After his work was done, Zacharias went home to Elizabeth. And Elizabeth learned that she was going to have a baby,
and she was very thankful to the Lord.

Luke 1

© 2025 General Church of the New Jerusalem 2 www.newchurchvineyard.org



www.newchurchvineyard.org

© 2025 General Church of the New Jerusalem





