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27. The Parable of the Good Samaritan 

a) There are many possibilities in this story. A simple lesson 

is to get children to see that someone they play with might 

not be a good friend/neighbor if he’s mean to others, or 

steals, or something like that. A young child can imagine 

what bad things someone can do.  

b) Then there is the story itself. The visuals are so strong, but 

it’s easy to pass them by quickly. The robbers were very 

rough on the poor man, hurting him so badly. Normally 

children don’t get too upset about this—they’ve heard lots 

of stories about bad guys. Get children to imagine the man 

lying there, really sore and bleeding, and hoping for help. 

Get them to imagine what it was like for him when the 

priest went across the path, away from him, and left him. 

Emphasize that the Levite actually looked down on him 

lying there and then went to the other side and walked on. 

Why did they do that? 

c) You might think that when the Samaritan came, the poor 

man didn’t expect to be helped. This is because the Sa-

maritans and the Jews were not friendly. How grateful he 

must have been when the Samaritan did help him!  

d) The important thing, which children will learn more about 

later, is that in this story the Lord took on two kinds of 

bigotry. The Samaritans were a group that the Jews looked 

down on. They thought that they were much better than 

the Samaritans—they often wouldn’t even talk 

to them. Secondly, the Samaritans had a dif-

ferent religion, so the Jews thought they were 

bad because of that. So the Lord was teaching 

us to see that if people of different nations, or 

races, or religions are good, we are to respect 

them as our neighbors.  
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