
34. Healing the Demonic Boy 

Notes for Parents & Teachers 

The Word of the Lord: The New Testament for Young Children 

To purchase book of 58 stories, visit  

https://newchurchbooks.com/product/ 

the-word-of-the-lord-new-testament/. 

Text simplified by Carol Bongers Buss 

Pictures by Dianna Echols Synnestvedt 

Notes by the Rt. Rev. Peter M. Buss, Sr. 

34. Healing the Demonic Boy 

a) As you read the story, make sure children can feel how 

horrible it was for the loving father to see his son so 

very sick. The boy had no ability to speak or hear what 

people said. He was hurting himself, so his father was 

always afraid he would kill himself by jumping into a 

fire, or drowning. For years the boy had been like this.  

b) Then the father said to Jesus “If you can do any-

thing....” He was not sure Jesus could, because His dis-

ciples couldn’t. The Lord gave him a test: he had to be-

lieve.  

c) The poor father knew that the boy’s healing depended 

on his belief. Almost surely he looked into his heart 

and realized that part of him believed and part of him 

didn’t. So, he cried. He cried and admitted to the Lord 

that part of him didn’t believe and begged the Lord to 

help his unbelief. Just imagine how the father must 

have felt—terrified that the boy couldn’t be healed, and 

it would be his fault for not believing enough.  

d) But the father spoke the truth, and the Lord knows that 

all of us have a part which doubts Him. He knew that 

the father believed enough, so He cast out the spirit.  
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The Lord Saves a Very Sick Boy from an Evil Spirit 
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