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57. The Holy City 

a) Describe the Holy City in detail. This city is like no 

other. First, it comes down from the Lord out of heaven. 

Second, it is so beautiful that it seems to John like a 

bride dressed ready for her marriage to her husband. 

Children have probably seen lovely wedding dresses, 

and they will enjoy thinking about that.  

b) An important thing about the city is that it is a safe 

place. It has twelve gates, so that all good people who 

want to can come in and live there, but the gates are 

guarded, and the walls are very high.  

c) The voice from heaven was the Lord sitting on the 

throne—remember the beginning of these stories? He 

says He will make all things new. That means that life 

will be so much better now in this city.  

d) The Lord, sitting on the throne, said to John that he 

should write, and He called Himself the Alpha and the 

Omega, which are the first and last letters of the Greek 

alphabet. He also called Himself the Beginning and the 

End. He made everything and will be with us forever.  

e) Note the use of “twelve.” There were twelve tribes of 

Israel and twelve disciples of the Lord. Now there are 

the twelve gates of the city. Twelve is a special number. 

f) The proportions of the city were perfect; the 

gates were made of pearl; the streets were 

made of gold.  

g) Why was there no temple? Because when we 

truly love the Lord, then we worship Him in 

our hearts, and He Himself is with us. Of 

course, there are churches, but the real wor-

ship is in our hearts.  

h) The city also doesn’t need the sun or moon, 

because the Lord’s glory keeps it alight. 

i) The gates are never shut. People can always 

come in if they want to. The Lord always 

welcomes them.  
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