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8. Jesus in the Temple at Age Twelve 

a) The importance of this story comes from the use of the 

word “Father.” Mary called Joseph the Lord’s father, 

while Jesus was talking about His own soul, which was 

His true “Father.” Joseph was not His father. At twelve 

years old, Jesus already knew very well that He was 

“born of God.”  

b) Why did the Lord stay behind in the temple? Because 

He was learning everything that the Word taught. He 

was already much wiser than anyone else, and He knew 

what His real job on earth was—to save all people.  

c) Ask the children to imagine what it would be like to see 

a twelve-year-old who knows more than the wise lead-

ers of the church.  

d) Of course, you can imagine the worry that Mary and 

Joseph felt when they couldn’t find Jesus for three 

days.  
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