
15. Jacob and Rachel 

Notes for Parents & Teachers 
 15. Jacob and Rachel 

a. Note for adults only: From our perspective, Jacob’s mar-

riage to two wives and two concubines was not idealistic. 

But he was of his time. Also, he did not choose anyone 

except Rachel. Left to himself he would have had a sim-

ple family—Rachel his wife, and their two sons, Joseph 

and Benjamin. Although the children can’t be told all 

this, it represents how we fall in love with true idealism 

(the spiritual Rachel) but have to wade through many 

lower, more practical motives to get to heaven.  

b. So treat this as a love story. Jacob comes, all alone, to 

Haran. There across the fields, comes this beautiful girl 

who is of his family. He falls in love with her.  

c. Note the great stone on the mouth of the well. The impli-

cation is that it takes more than one person to move such 

a stone (which is why they usually waited until all the 

flocks were gathered). But when Jacob sees Rachel, he 

does it himself, and waters her flock.  

d. Note his great joy over meeting her, and specifically that 

he loved her so much that the seven years seemed like a 

few days. The Writings point out that time moves quickly 

when you are happy. Children can see this—when they 

are playing happily, time passes very quickly.  

e. Talk about the love of two people in marriage.  
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