
16. Esau Forgives Jacob 

Notes for Parents & Teachers 
 16. Esau Forgives Jacob 

a. First, the Lord helped Jacob to become rich. So he came 

home with a large family, and many flocks and herds.  

b. Even though it was twenty years later, he remembered 

how he had cheated his brother and was afraid his brother 

was coming to take revenge on him. So he prayed to the 

Lord for help. He heard that Esau had 400 men with him. 

That made him very afraid.  

c. Note how he bowed down to Esau, and then Esau ran to 

him and hugged him, and they both wept for joy because 

Esau had forgiven him.  

d. Clearly a great lesson—how good you feel when you for-

give a brother or sister or friend if they have done some-

thing wrong to you. Note also that Jacob was a changed 

man. He wasn’t cheating people any more.  
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