
19. The Butler and the Baker 

Notes for Parents & Teachers 
19. The Butler and the Baker 

a. Start by saying that Joseph was a very good man, even 

though he had been treated badly. He did what was right.  

b. Being a slave—explain what that meant.  

c. But Joseph’s goodness meant he rose to be in charge of 

many things in his master’s house. But then he was un-

fairly thrown into prison. Even there the ruler of the pris-

on trusted him and put him in charge. 

d. The story of the butler and the baker is obvious, but em-

phasize that the Lord had special plans for Joseph, so He 

allowed Joseph to know what dreams meant.  

e. Both dreams came true, but the butler didn’t remember 

Joseph. You might ask them why he wouldn’t—perhaps 

because he was thinking of himself, and because of his 

relief in getting out of the prison. Maybe this leads to a 

talk about gratitude, and how easy it is to forget some 

good thing someone did for you.  

f. Your children might ask why the baker was put to death. 

I guess the answer is that what he did had to be a lot 

worse than what the butler did.  

The Word of the Lord: The Old Testament for Young Children 

Continued on next page 
To purchase book of 56 stories, visit  

https://newchurchbooks.com/product/ 

the-word-of-the-lord-new-testament/. 

Text simplified by Carol Bongers Buss 

Pictures by Dianna Echols Synnestvedt 

Notes by the Rt. Rev. Peter M. Buss, Sr. 

© 2025 General Church of the New Jerusalem 1 www.newchurchvineyard.org

https://newchurchbooks.com/product/the-word-of-the-lord-new-testament/
https://newchurchbooks.com/product/the-word-of-the-lord-new-testament/


19 
The Lord Protects Joseph in Egypt
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