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Just as Joseph had told Pharaoh, there came seven years with plenty of food, but after that came seven years of no
food. The famine was over all the earth and there was no food to eat in all the country round about Egypt. And Joseph
opened all the storehouses where he had saved grain for bread, and he sold it to all the countries. And all the countries came

to Egypt, to Joseph, to buy grain.

And when Jacob, Joseph’s father, who lived in the land of Canaan, saw that there was food in Egypt, he said to his
sons, “Go to Egypt and buy for us that we may live and not die.” And so Joseph’s brothers went to buy grain in Egypt.

When Joseph saw them, he recognized them, but they did not know that he was their lost brother. Joseph listened to
them talking and he heard that they were sorry for what they had done to him. Then Joseph said to his brothers, “I am

Joseph. Is my father still alive?” And his brothers could not answer him for they were afraid of him.

And Joseph said to his brothers, “Come near to me”, and they came near to him. And he said, “I am Joseph, your
brother, whom you sold into Egypt. Now do not be sad or angry with yourselves that you did this to me, for the Lord did
send me and look after me all these years in order to save your lives. He has made me a ruler throughout the land of Egypt.”
And Joseph said to his brothers, “Hurry and go back to my father and bring him and all the families and all the servants and
your sheep and cattle and come and live with me. And I will take care of you so that you do not die.” Joseph kissed all his

brothers and forgave them.

Then Joseph told it all to Pharaoh who was pleased for Joseph and said, “Go and tell your brothers to fetch Jacob and
all his family, that they may come and live in Egypt with you.” And Joseph sent his brothers back to Jacob with wagons to
bring everything that they had back to Egypt and he sent many gifts to his father, Jacob.

When Jacob saw the gifts and heard from Joseph’s brothers all that had happened he said, “I will go and see my son
Joseph.” And so Jacob’s whole family came to live in Egypt, in a place called Goshen, and Joseph took care of them and gave

them food to eat.
Genesis 42, 45
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