
31. The Golden Calf 

Notes for Parents & Teachers 
31. The Golden Calf 

a. There are many parts that you can emphasize. I would 

suggest focusing on two. Ingratitude, and remembering.  

b. The Lord did so much for them, and how quickly they 

forgot His goodness to them. Maybe talk to them about 

how long 40 days and 40 nights might have seemed to 

them, with Moses gone.  

c. Use examples from your own life of the things you al-

ways want to remember with gratitude. Giving you a 

wonderful marriage, them as children—you can make up 

a list and say that you remember these things, and love to 

remember them, and are grateful the Lord gave them.  

d. The point here is that had the children of Israel been in 

inner goodness at that time, they would never have for-

gotten what the Lord did for them. Remembering the 

good things that others do for us is great, and so is feeling 

grateful. But it is especially important to be grateful to 

the Lord, because He gives us everything.  

e. A lot of the gold and jewels that the Lord had let them 

take out of Egypt were wasted doing something really 

bad. They could have been used another way.  
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 f. Even Aaron did this. He was Moses’ brother, 

and knew all the miracles the Lord had done, 

but he made the golden calf. Even good people 

sometimes do something really wrong, and 

they need to see how wrong it is.  

g. Point out how horrible the burned and ground-

up gold must have tasted in the water.  
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31 
The Lord Is Sad When the People Do Not Obey Him
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