50. Elijah Goes to Heaven
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When Elijah was an old man, the Lord was ready to take him to heaven. Elijah and his follower, who was called
Elisha, were at a place called Gilgal. And Eljjah said to Elisha, “Stay here. The Lord has called me to go to Bethel.” But Elisha

said, “I will not leave you.”

So they went down to Bethel. And the priests that were in Bethel came out to Elisha and said to him, “Do you know
that the Lord will take Elijah from you today?” And Elijah said, “I do know. Hush!”

Then Elijah said to Elisha, “Elisha, stay here for the Lord has sent me to Jericho.” And Elisha said, “I will not leave
you.” And so they came to Jericho. Then the priests that were in Jericho came out to Elisha and said to him, “Do you know
that this day the Lord will take Elijah from you?” And Elisha said, “I know it. Hush!”

Then Elijjah said to Elisha, “Stay here in Jericho, for the Lord has sent me to the river Jordan.” And Elisha said, “I will
not leave you.” Then the two went on and they came to the Jordan River. And Elijah took off his cloak, rolled it up and hit

the water of the river with it, and the river separated so that the two men could pass through on dry land.

So it was, as they were walking and speaking, that a chariot of fire and horses of fire suddenly appeared in a
whirlwind. They went between the two men separating them. Then Elijah was taken up into heaven. When Elisha saw what

happened, he cried out to Elijah, “My father, my father!” And then he did not see Elijah anymore. Elijah was gone.

But on the ground lay Elijah’s cloak and Elisha picked it up and took it with him. And he returned to the river
Jordan, where he hit the water with Elijah’s cloak and said, “Where is the Lord, the God of Elijah?” And the waters separated
so that Elisha could pass on dry ground. Then the priests who saw this said,” The spirit of Eljjah rests on Elisha.”
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