INTRODUCTORY NOTES FOR TEACHERS

As we may see by the accompanying chart, this program was
planned as a four-year Bible course, but it was originally arranged
so that the whole Word was covered by periods each year, in order
that the child might early realize that the Bible is one book—not
only a continuous story but a completed one—and also that chil-
dren might not so often enter the Sunday School for the first time
in the middle of the Bible story with no idea of what has gone
before. While this plan might in any one year seem to leave many
important stories untouched, the retelling of the background of
the successive periods from year to year in the context of different
stories built up gradually in the child’s mind both a surer knowl-
edge and a better understanding of the whole letter of the Word.
The plan insured that the beginning of the Bible story was not for-
gotten before the end was reached, and that the Old and New
Testaments were seen in their proper relation and proportion.
Although the lessons are now arranged in Bible sequence, it is still
possible, by using the chart, to use the original four-year plan.

The notes for the various age groups are written with two pur-
poses in view. It is not intended that the teacher should read them
to the class. Neither is it intended that copies should be given out
to the pupils in advance. Only the Bible reading should be done in
advance. For the teacher, the notes are meant to suggest the points
to be covered in the lesson, a possible order of presentation, and
the general level of meaning which pupils in the particular age
group may be expected to comprehend. For the pupil, if he has
his own set of the books, they are meant to be taken home, read
as a review during the week, and preserved for future referencc.

It is very important that the teacher plan his use of the class
time carefully. Five minutes or less at the beginning of the period
are enough for review questions. Then give five minutes to a care-
fully thought-out covering of the background of the lesson for the
day before going into the lesson proper. In the Old Testament
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build the background as far as possible about persons and places
in order to fix these in their proper sequence in the pupils’ minds.
In the New Testament the background should be the factual story
of the Lord’s life on earth.

The writings of the church tell us that “generals” must be
grasped before “particulars” can be understood in their proper
context; so we may feel sure that our first object in the Sunday
School should be to impress the general outline of the whole Bible
story on the minds of our pupils. The covering of the whole story
each year has this objective in view.

The two survey lessons (nos. 22 and 24 on the accompanying
chart) are general lessons but are based on a different passage each
year in order to give the pupils a wider variety in the study of
the Prophets than has been possible in previous courses. They are
also optional lessons, written in such a way that Sunday Schools
with a school year of less than forty sessions may omit them with-
out losing continuity. Each series also contains fifteen lessons from
the New Testament. A different Gospel is studied each year. Two
of the fifteen lessons are written as optional lessons; three are the
special lessons for Christmas, Palm Sunday, and Easter; and three
are from the book of Revelation.






Lesson

FOUR-YEAR LESSON COURSE FOR NEW CHURCH SUNDAY SCHOOLS

Subject

The Creation

Assignments in the Old Testament

Series I

General View

The Most Ancient Church The Garden of Eden

The Ancient Church
Abraham

Isaac

Jacob

Joseph

Moses

Escape from Egypt
Mount Sinai

Wilderness Wanderings
Entering the Holy Land
Conquest of Holy Land
The Judges

Samuel

Saul

David

Solomon

Kingdom of Israel
Kingdom of Judah
Book of Psalms

Noah Builds an Ark
The Call of Abram
Birth of Isaac

J:cob & Esau
Joseph & Brothers
Birth of Moses
Crossing Red Sea
Ten Commandments
Nadab & Abihu
Balaam

Jericho

Deborah & Barak
Birth of Samuel
Choosing of Saul
Anointing of David
Wisdom of Solomon
Elijah & Ahab
Reign of Asa

Psalm 1

Series I1

First Four Days

Series I

Days Five and Six

Helpmeet for Adam The Serpent

End of the Flood
Abram and Lot
Sacrifice of 1saac
Jacob’s Dream
Joseph in Prison
The Burning Bush
Marah & Elim
Ark of Covenant
The Twelve Spies
Call of Joshua

Ai

Gideon

Lord Calls Samuel
Saul’s Impatience
David & Goliath
Glory of Solomon
Elijah at Horeb
Hezekiah & Isaiah
Psalm 19

The Rainbow

Birth of Ishmael
Isaac and Rebekah
Wives & Sons

Ruler of Egypt

The Ten Plagues
Quails and Manna
The Tabernacle
Korah, Dathan, Abiram
Crossing the Jordan
The Gibeonites
Jephthah

Capture of the Ark
Saul & Jonathan
Ark to Jerusalem
Building the Temple
Elijah’s Mantle
Josiah

Psalm 91

Series IV

The Seventh Day
Cain and Abel
Tower of Babel
Abraham & the Angels
Isaac & Abimelech
Jacob’s Return

Sons and Death

The Passover
Rephidim & Amalek
The Golden Calf
Aaron’s Rod

Gilgal

Conquest & Division
Samson

Asking for a King
Sparing Agag

David & Bathsheba
Decline & Death
Elisha & Naaman
Zedekiah & Jeremiah
Psalm 119



*22.
23.
*24.
25.

Lesson

26.
2
28.
29.
30.
31.
32.
33.
34.
35.
36.
37.

Major Prophets—Survey
Major Prophets
Minor Prophets—Survey
Minor Prophets

Series I

Matthew 1:18-25; 2:13-23

Matthew 3
Matthew 4:1-11
*Matthew 4:12-25
Matthew 5; 6; 7

Matthew 8
*Matthew 13
Matthew 17:1-13
Matthew 26; 27
Revelation 1
Revelation 2; 3
Revelation 21; 22

Special Lessons

Christmas

Matthew 2:1-15

Palm Sunday Matthew 21:1-27

Easter

Matthew 28

*Optional Lessons

Isaiah 6

Fiery Furnace
Micah 6
Haggai 1; 2

Jeremiah 1

Ezekiel’s Vision

Joel 3:9-21

Jonah & the Fish

Ezekiel 47:1-12
Daniel & the Image
Amos 8

Malachi 3; 4

Assignments in the New Testament

Series 1T

Mark 1
Mark 2
*Mark 3
*Mark 4
Mark 5
Mark 6

Mark 10
Mark 14
Mark 15
Revelation 4
Revelation 5
Revelation 20:11-15; 21:1-7 Revelation 21:9-16

Luke 2:1-20
Mark 11
Mark 16

Revelation 6
Revelation 8; 9

Daniel 5

Daniel & the Lions
Zechariah 4

Jonah & the Gourd

Series 111 Series IV

Luke 1 John 1

Luke 7:1-30 Tohn 2:1-11

Luke 9:1-36 *John 3:1-21

Luke 10:25-42 John 4:1-42
*Luke 11 John 5:1-16

Luke 14 John 9

Luke 15 *John 10
*Luke 16 John 11:1-46

Luke 24:13-53 John 15

Revelation 12
Revelation 13;19:11-21
Revelation 22:8-21

Matthew 2:1-15 Luke 2:1-20
Luke 19 John 12:12-50
Luke 24:1-12 John 20; 21



