
Healing the Paralyzed Man 

Story Telling Tool and Rebus Ages 7-10 

Materials Needed 

for Each Child 

copies of Paralyzed Man Re-

bus Directions p. 2 and Para-

lyzed Man Rebus p. 3, 4  

strips of stiff paper all the 

same size about 2 inches 

(5cm) long and ½ inch (1.25cm) 

wide, 3 brads or split pins, sin-

gle-hole punch (can be 

shared), tape  

Prepare in Advance 

Cut stiff paper into strips 2 

inches (5cm) long and ½ inch 

(1.25cm) wide. (Use colored 

paper if it is available.) Make 

a sample story telling tool, 

and practice the 8 shapes 

needed to retell the story of 

the Paralyzed Man. 

For an Individual or Group 

New Church Concept: Take Up Your Bed 

The Lord saying to the sick, “Arise, take up your bed and walk,” 

signifies doctrine, and life according to it; “bed” signifies doc-

trine, and “to walk” life. “The sick” means those who have trans-

gressed and sinned. See Apocalypse Explained 163.7 

New Church Concept 
The Roof 

“The roof” means what 

is inmost. One reason 

why “the roof” has this 

meaning is that it is the 

uppermost or highest 

part. Since “the roof” 

means what is heaven-

ly, which is what is in-

most, it also means 

what is good, for in all 

places goodness is in-

most. See Secrets of 

Heaven 10184:1,2 

Children use a “story telling 

device” they create and a 

rebus to help them retell the 

story of the Paralyzed Man 

who was let down through 

the roof of a house to be 

healed by the Lord. (Note: 

technically this is not a true 

rebus since not all of the pic-

tures actually replace single 

words.) 

1. Give each child 4 strips of paper, 3 brads or split pins and a copy of the 
Paralyzed Man Rebus Directions (p. 2).

2. Have children punch holes in 1 end of two of the strips and in both ends 
of the remaining two strips as shown in the picture on p. 2.

3. Put one of the strips with two holes over a strip with one hole and match 
the holes up. Insert a brad or split pin and fold both sides back along the 
first strip as shown in the picture on p. 2.

4. Attach the other 2 hole strip and then the other 1 hole strip in the same 
way, overlapping the newest strip to be added over the old ones each 
time. Tape down the back of the brads (split pins).

5. Help children learn to make the 8 shapes needed to retell the story.

6. Hand out copies of the Paralyzed Man Rebus (p. 3). Read the retelling of 
the story together slowly, pausing for the children to make a shape with 
their story-telling tool whenever needed. Repeat as desired. 
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Paralyzed Man Rebus Directions 

Make a Story-Telling Tool 

Practice Making These 8 Shapes 

house house with flat roof 

stairs 

hole in roof 

bed with ropes 

number four 

bed 

folded up bed 

Punch holes in one end of 

2 of your strips and in both 

ends of the other strip. 

Put the pieces together into as shown using brads 

or split pins. Fold the pins to one side and tape.  
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Paralyzed Man Rebus 
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