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THE DIVINE PURPOSE

When He was in the world the Lord overcame the hells and restored the heavens to order, and
acquired for Himself Divine Power over them (Arcana Coelestia 10019:3).

The Lord's Divine Power...is the Divine Power of saving the human race; and the power of
saving the human race is power over the heavens and over the hells. By that power of the Lord's
and by no other is a person saved; for all good that belongs to love and all truth that belongs to
faith flow in from the Lord by way of the heavens. But neither can flow in unless the hells are
removed, for the hells are the source of all evil and of all falsity arising from it (Arcana Coelestia
10019:3).

Liberation from hell by the Lord was also accomplished by His glorifying His Human, that is,
making it Divine; for thus and not otherwise could He hold the hells in subjection forever; and as
the subjugation of the hells and the glorification of His Human was accomplished by means of
temptations admitted into his Human, His passion of the cross was His last temptation and
complete victory....(Apocalypse Explained 328:5,6)

That in the Lord were the Divine and the human, the Divine from Jehovah the Father, and the
human from the virgin Mary....[T]he Lord put off the human from the mother, which in itself
was like that of another man, and thus material, and put on a Human from the Father, which in
itself was like His Divine, and thus substantial, so that the Human too became Divine....As the
Lord's Human was glorified, that is, made Divine, He rose again after death on the third day with
His whole body, which does not take place with any man; for a person rises again solely as to the
spirit, and not as to the body. In order that people may know, and no one doubt, that the Lord
rose again with His whole body, He not only said so through the angels in the sepulcher, but also
showed Himself to His disciples in His human body....As His body was no longer material, but
Divine substantial, He came in to His disciples when the doors were shut (John 20:19, 26); and
after He had been seen He became invisible (Luke 24:31)....Every man who is saved ascends
into heaven, but not of himself. He ascends by the Lord's aid. The Lord alone ascended of
Himself (Doctrine of the Lord 35).

PRESENCE

He [the Lord] rises again with every person who is being regenerated (Arcana Coelestia 2917).

The Lord is present with every person, urging and pressing him to receive Him. And when a
person receives Him, which happens when he acknowledges Him as his God, the Creator,
Redeemer and Savior, this is His first coming, and is called twilight. From this time the person
begins to have his understanding enlightened as regards spiritual matters, and to advance to more
and more inward wisdom. As he receives this wisdom from the Lord, so he advances through
morning into day; and he continues in this daylight up to old age and until he dies. After death he
comes into heaven to the Lord Himself, and there, for all that he died an old man, he is brought
back to the morning of his life, and continues for ever to develop the wisdom which was
implanted in him in the natural world (True Christian Religion 766).
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