Glenview New Church Sunday Morning Program
Preschool Lessons, Phase 2 — Lesson 32
The Lord is Our Heavenly Father (HH 118)
Theme: Heaven
I. Underlying Ideasfor the Teacher

A. Spiritualy, the Lord is our Father, and the Church is our Mother (CL 118).

B. TheLord iscalled Father because He leads us like a father by means of good into truth
(DP 330).

C. Theangels seethe Lord in the sun (HH 118).

D. Often they also see Him in aHuman form (HH 121).

II. Story Circle

A. Introduce the Story
1. How do we start the Lord's prayer? ("Our Father who art in heaven...")
2. Thelordisour Father and He loves us like we are His special children.
3. The Lord takes specia care of you. He wants you to be happy.
4,

All of the angels in heaven think of the Lord astheir father. We'll read about
how the angels see the Lord.

B. Tell/Read the Story
1. "Seeingthe Lord in Heaven" by Peter Buss (see attached)

C. ldeasto discuss

. Where isthe main place the angels see the Lord? (In the sun)

. How do angels feel when the Lord shines down on them? (Warm and happy)

. No matter which way angelsturn, they are aways facing what? (The sun of
heaven)

. Doesthe sun in heaven ever go down? (No)

. Why? (Because the Lord is aways with us)

. How else do the angels see the Lord? (AsaMan with awonderful light about
His head)

D. Further ideas
1. Closeyour eyes and think about the Lord so you can see Him in your head. You

are using your imagination! How does He look to you? He looks different to
everybody.

. We can't really see the Lord except with our "spiritual” eyes. These are like our
"angel eyes' inside of us! In heaven the angels see the Lord in the heavenly sun.
Sometimes they see Him walking around too.

. (Show different pictures of the Lord) Which picture isyour favorite?
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I11. Enrichment Activities

A. Music
1. Hymnal #152: "Father in heaven"
2. Lori’'sSongs: "Angel song”

B. Activities
1. Make up hand motions to the songs.
2. Ask the childrenif they would like to dance while you sing.

C. Project

1. Picture of our Heavenly Father
a. Children draw apicture of the Lord on white paper.
b. Teacher or children cut out picture.
c. Glueon bright colored paper.
d. Usewhite chalk, crayon, or glitter to show how special the Lord is.
e. Textdlip, or title "Father in heaven" can be glued on.

2. Anillustration of the Lord in the sun for the children to color.

IV. Teaching Aids

A. Lotsof illustrations of the Lord. The more you can find, the better.

V. Further Reading for the Teacher
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Seeing the Lord in Heaven

Y ou know that when you go to heaven you will be close to the Lord. How will you be
close? Will the Lord come and stand in front of you? Well, there are times when the angels do
see the Lord with their eyesin heaven. But there are also other ways they see Him, and each
way isvery special and helps them to feel closeto Him.

The main place the angels see the Lord isin the sun. Why does He seemto live in the
sun? Well, you see Hisloveis so strong that it seems like fire al around Him, like the sun of
this earth. His truth is so bright that it is like the light of the sun. The Lord seems to have a sun
around Him and that is the sun of heaven. The sun of heaven sends out its heat and its light to
everyone in that world, into people’ s hearts. Itswarmth islove and its light is truth. When the
Lord’s sun shines on you, you feel happy in your heart.

Sometimes when the angels look at the sun of heaven they seethe Lord sfaceinit. It
must be that the sunisn’t so bright that it hurts their eyes when they look at it. They can see
His face there, and they feel thrilled at seeing Him. Sometimes too He seemsto be just alittle
apart from the sun, off to one side.

At very specia timesthe Lord is seen in heaven asaMan. Thereisastory about a church
in heaven, and when the highest angels were there, then the Lord was seen, standing on a
specia stone, and under that stone was His Word. The people were so filled with wonder and
excitement that their Lord had come down to that church that they fell on their faces. Then the
Lord was not seen any more, just the church. Sometimes also the Lord is seen in heaven with a
wonderful light about His head.

| don’t think that the Lord would stop and talk to you if you saw Him in heaven. Y ou
might wish that He would do that, but when you grow older you will understand that the Lord
likes to talk to peoplein His own way. Helikesto talk to them in their hearts. That is akind of
talking that only He can do, and it is much more important than talking so our ears can hear.

The angels fed truly close to the Lord when He talks to their hearts. They feel Hislove
deep inside of them, making them feel warm. They feel Hislight shining in their minds, so
they know what to do. Then they are happy, because they know the Lord is speaking in their
hearts, teaching them thingsin away that only He can do. He does this all the time in the

heavens.
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Sometimes on earth you will feel the Lord’ s happiness deep in your heart. Y ou won't
always know when it happens, but sometimes you will feel sure that this wonderful feeling
comes from the Lord. It isthe Lord talking to your heart. When that happens, you have felt a
little bit of what the angelsfeel all the time. They are always very close to the Lord, and they
love to feel Him filling their hearts with love, and filling their minds with wisdom. Then they
turn their eyesto His sun, and let Him lead them.

| want to tell you two more things about the sun of heaven, where the Lord is. Thefirstis
simply wonderful, and it is that the angels can turn any way they want, and they still see the
sun in front of them. That seems strange, doesn’t it? It's alaw of heaven, because angels are
always looking towards the Lord in their minds, so they always see His sun in front of them.
Thisway they never forget the Lord, not for one single minute. Sometimes on earth we forget
Him, don’'t we? It'salmost asif we turn our backs on Him. But the more we follow His truth,
the more we will be looking at Him, just as the angels look at the sun all the time.

The second thing is that the sun of heaven never goes down. It always stays up, so there
iISno night. It getsabit dim, but never dark. That is because the Lord never goes away from the
people there. They do sleep, but they sleep with the sun shining—shining alittle less brightly

than it does in the daytime. When they wake up the sun isvery bright again, like it ison aclear

morning here, and they feel strong and rested.
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